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EU attempt at special status in General Assembly fails

Geneva, 22 Sep (Chakravarthi Raghavan) -- The attempt of the European Union to gain a special status, on a par with Member States, at the United Nations General Assembly, has failed, according to a UN press release on the closing of the 64th session of the Assembly last week on 14 September, and reports posted at "EU Observer" and "EU Voice".

 

The EU manoeuver would have enabled the 27-member grouping - now having the same status as other regional groupings, with the EU member holding the rotating presidency speaking on its behalf - to have a special status, and for the EU Council President (currently, Herman Van Rompuy) to take the floor in the General Assembly and speak on a par with other members and heads of state, and the EU itself having more or less the same rights as Sovereign Member-States of the UN.

 

On the last day of the 64th session, where the EU motion was debated, the move was defeated. Technically, the Assembly, by a recorded vote of 76 in favour to 71 against, with 26 abstentions, "adjourned" its discussion on a draft resolution put forward by Belgium, on behalf of the European Union (document A/64/L. 67), and subsequently decided to defer consideration of that text to its sixty-fifth session.

 

The defeat was brought about by a rebellion among African, Caribbean, Latin American and Pacific states, who rejected the granting of additional rights in the UN to the EU but not to other regional groupings such as the Caribbean Community, the African Union, or the South American Union. Several Asian countries joined in deferring the debate (thus voting down the EU motion).

 

The developing country groupings appeared to resent the EU requesting special observer status. Many argued that other groups should be given similar rights. Suriname's ambassador, speaking on behalf of the Caribbean Community, said that the Community could "conceivably" request a similar status. "A resolution of such importance ought to be adopted by consensus" following an "in-depth exchange of views", he said.

 

Lesotho's UN ambassador, speaking on behalf of the African Group, said that the draft resolution tabled by the EU was a "very important matter" that would set a "precedent in the UN system" and that a vote should therefore be deferred to allow for more debate. Nauru's UN ambassador said during the debate, "we already struggle to make our voice heard".

 

The UN press release on the issue described the debate as "lively", with speakers representing the African Group, Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and various small island developing States requesting more time to analyse the text and its implications, arguing that it would alter the working methods of the Organization and interaction among States.

 

The United Nations Charter was based on the equality of sovereign States, they stressed, and Governments must be sure the draft upheld those principles. Given the proposal's importance, they supported the convening of open and transparent consultations, as was the usual practice.

 

Earlier, in introducing the draft resolution, Belgium's representative had said the text aimed to enable the European Union to continue to effectively support the United Nations "on the basis of its new internal arrangements," following the Treaty of Lisbon's December 2009 entry into force.

 

Under the Treaty, new arrangements had been established for the Union's external representation.

 

The role previously exercised by the Union's rotating Presidency had been transferred to permanent structures, including the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and the European Union delegations.

 

By the terms of the draft, the European Union would retain its Observer Status in the General Assembly, without rights belonging to Assembly members, such as voting. The change would enable the European Union's new permanent interlocutors to represent that bloc effectively in the Assembly, enable continuity of representation and interaction with other United Nations partners.

 

In the recorded vote on the adjournment of debate on the draft resolution, those voting for adjournment (and thus defeat of the EU move) were: Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Bahrain, Barbados, Belize, Benin, Bolivia, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Chad, China, Comoros, Congo, Cote d'Ivoire, Cuba, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Malaysia, Mali, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Micronesia (Federated States of), Mozambique, Namibia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Palau, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Suriname, Syria, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkmenistan, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela, Yemen, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

 

Those against (and thus supporting the EU move) were: Afghanistan, Albania, Andorra, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malta, Mexico, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands, Norway, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tunisia, Turkey, Tuvalu, Ukraine, United Kingdom, United States, Uruguay, and Uzbekistan.

 

Abstentions were by Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Belarus, Bhutan, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Dominican Republic, Gabon, Gambia, Honduras, Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand, Oman, Pakistan, Rwanda, Samoa, Senegal, Sri Lanka, and United Arab Emirates.

 

Nineteen countries were absent at the time of the vote: Azerbaijan, Cape Verde, Egypt, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Madagascar, Maldives, Mauritius, Myanmar, Niger, Sao Tome and Principe, Sierra Leone, Swaziland, Tajikistan, Vanuatu, and Viet Nam. 
 

