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Summary

Good practices and policies from governments and NGOs of the South are presently under-utilized in meeting Convention objectives of ecosystem protection, food security and sustainable development.

Introduction

With the Kyoto Protocol negotiations largely finalized attention is now turning to non-mitigation issues such as adaptation and vulnerability, or as some prefer, sustainable development and risk reduction.

Until discussion advances further on the ultimate objective of the Convention to ‘stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations,’ there remains opportunity to address other concerns outlined in Article 2 of the FCCC. Namely, ecosystem protection, food security, and sustainable economic development.

As the thrust of the climate change debate makes clear, the conventional industrial model of development based on fossil fuel profligacy and massive ecological consumption will neither meet Convention objectives, ensure sustainable development or lead to long-term human well-being. Too often, the technology and development model transferred from North to South ignores vital differences in local cultures, conditions and needs. Unfortunately the Convention and its Protocol have been a battleground of the old unsustainable paradigm and the reformers. 

Much of the emphasis on solutions has been based on Northern technologies, especially in the area of renewable energy. These have suffered from market barriers, entrenched interests and the high cost of such technology for the South. However, there are many appropriate practices from the South that can address the particular challenges that arise with climate change, challenges which face all three pillars of sustainable development: economic, social and ecological. 

The time for such practices to be recognized in the climate change arena is long overdue. The rest of this briefing paper lists a selection of good practices and policies drawn from a collaborative project between Third World Network and UNDP’s Special Unit for TCDC. In contrast to many of the present solutions proposed for climate change all these projects are drawn from the public sector and NGOs, none involved large corporations. They are for the most part highly cost effective, non-capital intensive and ecologically sound.

Good practices

“Despite the well-reported prevalence of social, economic and environmental problems and, in some cases, crises in the countries of the South, there also exist many useful and valuable policies, practices and experiences in developing countries that have contributed to the well-being of their people.

“Although these positive experiences may have evolved from the specific social and cultural conditions of these countries, they can also often provide valuable insights as well as lessons that people in other countries can learn from.

“In some cases, the practice or policy of one country can be usefully replicated in other countries, of course with some modifications to suit the specific circumstances of the countries concerned.” – John Ohiorhenuan, Director, Special Unit for TCDC, UNDP

Criteria

The innovative experiences and good practices/policies investigated met one or more of the following criteria:

· They improve the position, welfare and quality of life of local communities or the general public

· They are innovative in meeting social needs

· They are environmentally sound and sustainable

· They have or can have significant impact on policy

· They promote local solutions, and make use of local materials and knowledge

Each report was compiled with a common framework, with information and analysis that includes:

· A description of the experience/practice

· A description of the institution responsible

· The problem addressed or the needs served by the experience./practice

· The effects of the experience/practice

· The problems and obstacles encountered and how these were overcome

· The possibility of upscaling

· The significance for (and impact on) policy-making

· The possibilities and scope of transferring the experience/practice to other communities and other countries

There is considerable scope for South-South cooperation and transfer of good practices and perhaps, in light of the difficulty experienced by Annex I countries in making domestic reductions, a South-North transfer of good practices.

Selected reports

In addition to selected information above specific contribution to climate change policy or resilience is noted if the benefits are not immediately apparent.

Social Policies

1. Promotion of indigenous systems of medicine in India (Ministry of Health & Welfare, Government of India)

Official support given by Ministry Health of the Government of India to the development and promotion of Indian systems of medicine, including ayurveda, yoga, naturopathy, unani and siddha, has resulted in low-cost and culturally attuned medical-care options being offered to the public at large. Compared to other countries, both advanced and not so advanced, India is a country where the citizen can choose between at least six or seven functioning medical systems. The Western allopathic system is experiencing rising costs and is moving out of the reach of the common people, thus the investment made by the Indian political system in indigenous systems of medicine are beginning to pay off.

Contribution to climate change policy: Climate change is expected to worsen impacts on human health, particularly disease and also heat-related ailments, and especially in developing countries who face particular accessibility issues related to cost pressures.

2. Control of private vehicles in urban areas: the Vehicle Quota System and Area Licensing Scheme in Singapore (Land Transport Authority, Singapore)

The Singapore government has implemented significant measures to control the problem of traffic congestion in this city-state. The Vehicle Quota System directly controls the supply and population of private vehicles in Singapore. The Area Licensing Scheme imposes surcharges for the use of private vehicles in congested areas, during congested hours.

Contribution to climate change policy: Vehicles caught in traffic congestion are at their most polluting, they exacerbate wastage of scarce fossil fuels and make an avoidable contribution to climate change. Many greenhouse gases, especially CO2 are released in vehicle exhaust and production.

Environmentally-sound practices and techniques

3. Agrobiodiversity and coping with variability in weather and soils (the farming communities of Ethiopia and the Institute for Sustainable Development, Ethiopia)

The environment of Ethiopia is very varied and 85% of the population is agrarian. Because of the wide range of diversification within and among crops, choosing the most suited from among them to specified environmental conditions, and combining varieties within a crop species and among other species to make sure that production is satisfactory whichever way the weather shifts, are proven strategies of local farming communities in coping with the unpredictable. While complex, the agricultural systems not only cushion humans against the vagaries of nature, but also ensure the generation, conservation and sustainable use of crops, thus providing major support for modern agriculture the world over. The impact of the agrobiodiversity becomes global because the crops of the lower and hotter altitudes are suitable for tropical latitudes, and those from the higher and cooler altitudes are suitable for temperate latitudes. The modernization of agriculture and importation of food are beginning to disrupt the system. The government is, however, providing supportive policies.

4.
Nayakrishi Andolon: A community-based system of organic farming (farmers of Nayakrishi Andolon and UBINIG, Bangladesh)

The Nayakrishi Andolon approach to organic farming was developed after an initial response to flood-generated crisis led to a deeper confrontation with the vulnerabilities engendered by Green Revolution agriculture. Soil fertility was declining, higher artificial inputs were increasingly required, nutrition decline was worsening health, fish populations were declining, pest attacks increased, high-yielding rice yielded little fodder for livestock, and narrow cultivation of high-yield rice and wheat was leading to nutritional decline. Principles were developed which abstained from pesticides; avoided or decreased use of chemical fertilizers; promoted multi-cropping, inter-cropping, mixed-cropping, agroforestry to retain and enhance soil fertility; calculate yield by total household yield rather than by a single crop; local varieties of livestock, poultry and fish are given priority due to economic advantage and ecological suitability; seed conservation and water conservation are promoted. Food security and household income and health have dramatically improved since.

Basic Needs and Social Services

5. Disaster preparedness and management innovations in the Philippines (Citizen’s Disaster Response Centre (CDRC))

The CDRC has focused its efforts in preparing both “less vulnerable” and “most vulnerable” sectors in coping with and getting over disasters via education. The experience also shows the efficiency of relying more on community folk’s own talents, skill and resources in disaster preparation, mitigation and rehabilitation. In the process, community folk learn management and organization skills which benefit them even beyond situations of disaster mitigation and rehabilitation. CDRC is seeking to upscale its operation through its 17 regional and provincial networks nationwide. The disaster programme also addresses community vulnerability at its roots; unequal access to their country’s wealth and resources and political powerlessness.

Indigenous and traditional knowledge and practices

6.
The traditional Malay house (Malay communities in Malaysia)

The traditional Malay house is one of the richest components of Malaysia’s cultural heritage. Designed and built by the villagers themselves, it manifests the creative and aesthetic skills of the Malays. This is a near-perfect houseform which is appropriate to local climate conditions and expresses the way of life of its inhabitants. The house is extremely well designed to suit the warm and humid Malaysian climate and for the multifunctional use of space. Its design is also flexible as it caters to the widely different needs of the users and it has an addition system which allows the house to be extended to meet the growing needs of each family.

Contribution to climate change resilience: The Malay house is designed for broad climate control, permitting cross-ventilation, building materials with low thermal capacity, controls glare. Since it is on stilts it also offers some mild flood resilience in addition to cooling effects. High proportions of natural vegetation in the surroundings ensure a cooler micro-climate. It is thus less dependent on electrical cooling devices.

7.
Indigenous agroforestry practices in the Cordillera, Philippines 

Agroforestry management has become a key term in environmental conservation. The wealth of knowledge among forest dwellers gives an insight into the centuries of practice and experience that are embedded in the cultures of indigenous peoples and other forest dwellers. This knowledge, however, has been eroded with inappropriate development initiatives being imposed on indigenous and rural communities. The indigenous peoples of the Cordillera, Philippines, are actively engaged in managing the available forest resources.

Contribution to climate change resilience: Varied, including protection of “water-bearing” trees and plants, intimate monitoring of ecosystem adaptation to climate change, rice terrace and swidden farming for food security, cultural affirmation.

Appropriate Technology

8. Nadep method of compost manufacture (N.D. Pandharipande “Nadepkaka”)

Invented by Maharashtran farmer Nadepkaka the Nadep method of compost manufacture is incredibly efficient in producing high yields of compost from little animal dung. 1 kg of animal dung can be converted in 40kg of rich compost by this system, which can then be applied directly to the field. This reduces the burden on scarce animal dung which is an important fuel source and also rapidly replenishes India’s fast-degrading soils. The Nadep method is rapid and high-yielding, thus reducing labour and reducing dependency on agrochemical inputs which are often sourced from fossil fuels.
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