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                   3 November 2009

G77 and China reject undermining of existing climate regime 

Barcelona, 3 November (Meena Raman and Josie Lee)- Attempts to undermine and weaken the two legally binding instruments to address climate change viz. the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its Kyoto Protocol were rejected firmly by the G77 and China, at the opening plenary session in Barcelona of the resumed seventh session of the Ad Hoc Working Group on Long-term Cooperative Action (AWG-LCA). 
The Barcelona talks (2-6 November) are a continuation of the session in Bangkok (28 September – 9 October). 
Sudan on behalf of the G77 and China reaffirmed that they want to engage fully to arrive at an equitable outcome and to fulfill the mandate of the Bali Action Plan to enable the full, effective, sustained implementation of the Convention. It reiterated the Group’s strong call to have a party-driven process where all voices are heard, including that of small countries, and it denounced all means that could allow determination of an agreed outcome in the hands of a few countries.
The Group rejected attempts to undermine and weaken the two legally binding instruments dealing climate change, viz the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol. It deplored all efforts to shirk the responsibility of developed countries to fulfil the legal mandate for agreement on a second commitment period for the Kyoto Protocol with deep emission reduction targets as called for by science and to shift those responsibilities to the developing countries, by altering the balance of common but differentiated responsibilities under the Convention. 
[The next commitment period for emission reduction targets under the Kyoto Protocol is being negotiated under a separate and distinct track.]
Sudan called on developed countries to fulfill their moral, ethical, political and legally binding commitments under the Convention, particularly those on provision of new, adequate and predictable financial resources, technology development and transfer, and capacity building to developing countries. 

It underlined that for an equitable agreed outcome in Copenhagen, it was essential to include adequate provisions for the establishment of mechanisms under the Convention for the operationalisation of the financial mechanism under the authority of the Conference of Parties (COP), for meeting full costs of concrete adaptation actions of developing countries, and for effective development and transfer of technology.
Grenada on behalf of the Alliance for Small Island Developing States associated itself with the statement of Sudan on behalf of G77 and China. It emphasised the group’s strong concerns over deviation from the mandate to reach agreement in 2009 as laid out in the Bali Action Plan. It stated that this mandate is based on the science and that delay beyond this point would create multiple risks. Yet it sees systematic attempts to ignore the expectations of this mandate, explaining that some are suggesting interim agreements for the process. The group stated that the aim should be to advance work, not reduce it. It reiterated that an agreement must be a legally binding, equitable and representative of all Parties.
Australia on behalf of the Umbrella Group stated they are committed to a new, strong global agreement and to a strong global target. 
Sweden on behalf of the European Union reiterated that it is committed to reaching a comprehensive global agreement that is in line with staying below 2 degrees C. of warming and which encompasses all nations of the world. It stated that an international legally binding agreement is needed that builds on the Kyoto Protocol and includes all its essentials, for example the common accounting framework for quantified emission reduction targets for developed countries. 
It called for global emission reductions of at least 50%, as well as developed country reductions of 80-95% by 2050 compared to 1990 levels. It urged developed countries to step up their pledges in the order of 30% reductions below 1990 by 2020. It also asserted that developing countries as a group should deviate below their current predicted emissions growth rate, in the order of 15-30% by 2020. 
The European Union stated that all sectors need to be part of the future regime if Parties are to reach an ambitious agreement. This includes aviation and maritime sectors, which should have global targets of minus 10% and minus 20% below 2005 levels by 2020, respectively.
The EU believed that net incremental costs of mitigation and adaptation in developing countries could amount to EUR 100 billion annually by 2020. This means public support would need to be in the order of EUR 22 to 50 billion per year by 2020. Pre-2013 financing will also be required of around EUR 5-7 billion per year in the first three years following the Copenhagen agreement. It explained that adequate, predictable and timely financial support of a Copenhagen agreement is crucial and the European Union is prepared to take on its fair share.
Switzerland on behalf of the Environmental Integrity Group stated that a strong outcome at Copenhagen is needed and that this requires stronger guidance from political leaders.

In the opening ceremony of the Barcelona talks on Monday morning, Connie Hedegaard, Minister of Environment of Denmark who is hosting the 15th meeting of the Conference of Parties said that last weekend 32 countries met in what was called the 'Greenland Dialogue'. Ministers participated in the meeting. She said that a binding agreement based on all they key elements of the Bali Action Plan was important.  There was need to oversee progress in the two tracks of the AWG-LCA and AWG-KP to ensure successful outcomes.  
On adaptation, she said there was need for further work to narrow down the options relating to the institutional arrangements. On technology, there was need for a concrete technology transfer mechanism. On mitigation, there was need to get the numbers right. Developed countries must deliver on deep cuts. For developing countries, there needs to be transparency and accountability in the way to internationalise actions. There was need to determine how to match the actions with support. She said that it was necessary to create clear options for ministers to decide in Copenhagen. 
Yvo De Boer, the Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC said that a successful agreed outcome needs to capture a level of ambition that is commensurate with the scale of the problem. This means ambitious Annex 1 (Parties) targets on an individual basis and urgent progress on the negotiations under the Kyoto Protocol. It includes the need for clarity on nationally appropriate mitigation actions by developing countries. It also means clarity on long-term finance and prompt start-up finance at Copenhagen to unleash urgent action in developing countries.
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