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RIGHTS COUNCIL ENDORSES GOLDSTONE REPORT ON GAZA CONFLICT


By Kanaga Raja, Geneva, 16 October 2009

The UN Human Rights Council on Friday welcomed the report of the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission headed by Justice Richard Goldstone of South Africa and endorsed the recommendations contained in that report.

 

The Council, meeting at a Special Session convened on Thursday at the request of Palestine, adopted the resolution on the human rights situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, which amongst others, condemned the non-cooperation by the occupying power, Israel, with the independent international fact-finding mission.

 

In the resolution adopted by a vote of 25 in favour, 11 abstentions and 6 against, the Council called on all concerned parties including United Nations bodies, to ensure their implementation in accordance with their respective mandates.

 

The Council also recommended that the General Assembly consider the report of the International Fact-Finding Mission (A/HRC/12/48), during the main part of its current sixty-forth session.

 

Those that voted in favour of the resolution were: Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, China, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Jordan, Mauritius, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, and Zambia.

 

Those that voted against the resolution were European Union members Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, and Slovakia, as well as Ukraine and the United States.

 

Abstaining in the vote were Belgium, Bosnia Herzegovina, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Gabon, Japan, Mexico, Norway, Republic of Korea, Slovenia, Uruguay.

 

Angola, France, Kyrgyzstan, Madagascar and the United Kingdom did not participate in the voting.

 

At the opening of the Special Session on Thursday afternoon, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms Navanethem Pillay, said that the human rights situation in the occupied Palestinian Territory remains of grave concern.

 

There is strong evidence indicating that all parties to the conflict - in different ways and with different effects - have committed and continue to commit serious violations of international human rights and humanitarian law, she said.

 

On the situation in Gaza, the High Commissioner expressed dismay at the continuing blockade that severely undermines the rights and welfare of the population there. The living conditions of Gazans keep deteriorating as a result of restrictions in the import of services and goods, including basic food and fuel supplies.

 

The High Commissioner also reiterated her support for the recommendations of the Fact-Finding Mission, including its call for urgent action to counter impunity. She underscored the necessity for all parties to carry out impartial, independent, prompt and effective investigations into reported violations of human rights and humanitarian law in compliance with international standards.

 

The resolution (A/HRC/S-12/L. 1) adopted Friday comprised three sections - A, B and C - with section B specifically addressing the Goldstone report.

 

The report of the Fact-Finding Mission found that there was evidence indicating serious violations by Israel of international human rights and humanitarian law during the Gaza conflict. Israel had committed actions amounting to war crimes and possibly crimes against humanity, it said.

 

The report also found that there was evidence that Palestinian armed groups committed war crimes, as well as possibly crimes against humanity, in their repeated launching of rockets and mortars into Southern Israel.

 

The Mission found that, in the lead up to the Israeli military assault on Gaza, Israel imposed a blockade amounting to collective punishment and carried out a systematic policy of progressive isolation and deprivation of the Gaza Strip.

 

During the military operation, code named "Operation Cast Lead", houses, factories, wells, schools, hospitals, police stations and other public buildings were destroyed, with families, including the elderly and children, left living amid the rubble of their former dwellings long after the attacks ended, as no reconstruction has been possible due to the continuing blockade.

 

At its regular meeting on 2 October, the Council had deferred till its March 2010 session action on an earlier draft resolution concerning the report of the Fact-Finding Mission. The Palestinian Authority had withdrawn its support for the report following strong pressure especially from the United States and this had provoked strong protests from the Palestinian public.

 

Apart from addressing the Goldstone report in Section B of the resolution, the Council, in Section A of the resolution, was deeply concerned at the Israeli actions undermining the sanctity and inviolability of religious sites in the Occupied Palestinian Territory including East Jerusalem.

 

It was also deeply concerned at the Israeli policy of closure and severe restrictions, including the permit regime, that continue to be imposed on the movement of Palestinians hindering their free access to their Christian and Muslim holy sites, including Al-Aqsa mosque.

 

The Council strongly condemned all policies and measures taken by Israel, the occupying power, including those limiting access of Palestinians to their properties and holy sites particularly in Occupied East Jerusalem, on the basis of national origin, religion, sex, age or any other discriminatory ground, which are in grave violation of the Palestinian People's civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights.

 

It further condemned the recent Israeli violations of human rights in Occupied East Jerusalem, particularly the confiscation of lands and properties, the demolishing of houses and private properties, the construction and expansion of settlements, the continuous construction of the separation wall, changing the demographic and geographic character of East Jerusalem, the restrictions on the freedom of movement of the Palestinian citizens of East Jerusalem, as well as the continuous digging and excavation works in and around Al-Aqsa mosque and its vicinity.

 

The Council demanded that Israel, the occupying power, respect the religious and cultural rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory as provided for in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the core International Human Rights instruments, the Hague Conventions and the Geneva Conventions, and to allow Palestinian citizens and worshipers unhindered access to their properties and religious sites therein.

 

The Council also demanded that Israel, the occupying power, immediately cease all digging and excavation works and activities beneath and around Al-Aqsa mosque and its vicinity, and refrain from any acts or operations that may endanger the structure or foundations or change the nature of holy sites both Christian and Islamic in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem.

 

In Section C of the resolution, the Council recognized that the Israeli siege imposed on the occupied Gaza Strip, including its closure of border crossings and the cutting of the supply of fuel, food and medicine, constitutes collective punishment of Palestinian civilians and leads to disastrous humanitarian and environmental consequences.

 

The Council welcomed the first periodic report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the implementation of the Human Rights Council resolution S-9/1 (A/HRC/12/37).

 

It endorsed the recommendations contained in the report of the High Commissioner, and called upon all concerned parties including United Nations bodies to ensure their implementation in accordance with their respective mandates. It also requested the High Commissioner to submit to the thirteenth session of the Human Rights Council, a report on the status of implementation of this resolution.

 

The Council decided to follow up on the implementation of Section A, B and C of the present resolution at its thirteenth session.

 

In an explanation of its vote on Friday, the United States expressed disappointment at the outcome of the Special Session. It said that the resolution goes far beyond even the initial scope of the Goldstone report into a discussion of elements that should be resolved in the context of permanent status negotiations between the Palestinians and the Israelis.

 

"The United States continues to focus our attention on our main goal: working with Israel and the Palestinian Authority to re-launch successful permanent status negotiations as soon as possible. Resolutions like the one before us today can only exacerbate polarization and divisiveness...", the US said. 
 

PAGE  
4

