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UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL STRONGLY CONDEMNS ISRAELI OPERATION IN GAZA


By Kanaga Raja, Geneva, 12 January 2009

The UN Human Rights Council on Monday strongly condemned the ongoing Israeli military operation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly in the occupied Gaza Strip, which, the Council said, have resulted in massive violations of human rights of the Palestinian people and systematic destruction of the Palestinian infrastructure.

 

The condemnation came in a resolution (A/HRC/S-9/L. 1/Rev. 2) on the "grave violations of human rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory particularly due to the recent Israeli military attack against the occupied Gaza Strip."

 

The resolution was adopted at the end of the ninth Special Session of the Council on Monday.

 

The Special Session began on 9 January and was convened following a request by Egypt, on behalf of the Arab Group and the African Group, Pakistan, on behalf of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, and Cuba, on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).

 

The resolution was adopted by a vote of 33 in favour, one against (Canada) and 13 abstentions. Those who abstained were Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cameroon, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Slovakia, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ukraine, and the United Kingdom.

 

In the resolution, the Council called for the immediate cessation of Israeli military attacks throughout the Palestinian Occupied Territory, particularly in the Occupied Gaza Strip that have resulted thus far in the killing of more than 900 and the injury to more than 4,000 Palestinians, including a large number of women and children, and the end to the launching of the crude rockets against Israeli civilians that resulted in the loss of 4 civilian lives and some injuries.

 

The Council demanded the occupying power, Israel, to immediately withdraw its military forces from the occupied Gaza Strip.

 

The Council called upon the occupying power, Israel, to end its occupation of all Palestinian lands occupied since 1967, and to respect its commitment within the peace process towards the establishment of the independent sovereign Palestinian state with east Jerusalem as its Capital, living in peace and security with all its neighbours.

 

The Council also demanded the occupying power, Israel, to stop the targeting of civilians and medical facilities and staff as well as the systematic destruction of cultural heritage of the Palestinian people in addition to the destruction of public and private properties as laid down in the Fourth Geneva Convention.

 

It demanded further the occupying power, Israel, to lift the siege, open all borders to allow access, free movement of humanitarian aid to the occupied Gaza Strip, including the immediate establishment of humanitarian corridors, in compliance with its obligations under International Humanitarian Law and to ensure free access of media to areas of conflict through media corridors.

 

The Council called upon the international community to support the current initiative aiming at putting an immediate end to the current military aggression in Gaza. It also called for urgent international action to put an immediate end to the grave violations committed by the occupying power, Israel, in the occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly in the occupied Gaza Strip.

 

The Council called for immediate international protection of the Palestinian People in the Occupied Palestinian Territory in compliance with the International Human Rights Law and International Humanitarian Law.

 

It urged all parties concerned to respect the rules of International Human Rights Law and International Humanitarian Law and to refrain from violence against the civilian population.

 

The Council also requested the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to report on the violations of human rights of the Palestinian people by the occupying power, Israel, through: (a) strengthening the field presence of the office in the Occupied Palestinian Territory particularly in the occupied Gaza Strip and the deployment of the necessary personnel and expertise to monitor and document Israeli violations of human rights of Palestinians and destruction of their properties; (b) to submit periodic reports to the Human Rights Council on the implementation of this resolution.

 

The resolution requested all relevant Special Rapporteurs, in particular the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights of the Palestinian People in the Palestinian Territories Occupied since 1967, Special Rapporteur on the Right to Mental Health and Physical Health, Special Representative of the Secretary General on Children in Armed Conflict, Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, Special Representative of the Secretary General on Internally Displaced Persons, Special Rapporteur on Adequate Housing, Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary, and Arbitrary Executions, Special Rapporteur on the Right to Education, Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty, to urgently seek and gather information on violation of the human rights of the Palestinian people and submit their reports to the next Human Rights Council Session.

 

The Council requested the occupying power, Israel, to fully cooperate with all the above-mentioned rapporteurs and to desist from any further hindrance of the work of the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of the Human Rights of the Palestinian People in the Palestinian Territories Occupied in 1967.

 

It decided to dispatch an urgent independent international fact-finding mission, to be appointed by the President, to investigate all violations of international human rights law and International Humanitarian Law by the occupying power, Israel, against the Palestinian people throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, particularly in the occupied Gaza Strip, due to the current aggression, and called upon Israel not to obstruct the process of investigation and to fully cooperate with the mission.

 

The Council also requested the Secretary General of the United Nations to investigate the latest targeting of UNRWA facilities in Gaza, including schools, that resulted in the killing of tens of Palestinian civilians including women and children, and to submit a report to the General Assembly in this regard.

 

The Council decided to follow-up on the implementation of the present resolution at the next session of the Human Rights Council. 
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